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answered: " Mademoiselle de Lenclos is not per sonally of that opinion; she has heard certain remarks to that effect in the salons of the town; and I have given her my most explicit assurance that, if you should ever cease to care for me, my inclination and my gratitude would be none the less yours, madam, so long as I should live."
"You owe me those sentiments," I resumed, with a trifle too much fire; " I have a right to count on them. But it is most painful to me, I confess, after having given all my youth to the King, to see him now cool down, even in his courtesy. The hours which he used to pass with me he gives to you, and it is impossible that this innovation should not seem startling here, since all Paris is informed of it, and Mademoiselle de Lenclos has discussed it with you."
" I owe everything that I am to the goodness of the King," she answered me. "Would you have me, when he conies to me, bid him go elsewhere, to you or somebody else, it matters not ? "
" No, but I should be glad if your countenance did not, at such a moment, expand like a sunflower; I should like you, at the risk of somewhatmy dear Marquise ? "  I  said at  once to Madame
